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THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
COMMISSIONERS ON UNIFORM STATE LAWS
To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts:
In compliance with General Laws we have the honor to submit here-
with our Annual Report for the year ending November 30, 1939.
The Commissioners throughout the year were Joseph F. O'Connell,
Chairman and Secretary, Willard B. Luther and Henry Parkman, Jr.
Their appointments expired in October 1939 and all were re-appointed
for a further five-year term.
lit view of the fact that there will be no session of the General Court
in 1940 the usual historical survey and certain other matters will be
omitted.
Conference of 1939
The forty-ninth Annual Conference was held at San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, July 3-8, 1939. None of the Massachusetts Commissioners
attended because for reasons of economy the necessary expense for travel
without the Commonwealth was not sanctioned. The Conference was
largely attended by Commissioners from otherStates and finally approved
and recommended the following Uniform Acts:
Acknowledgement Act.
Absence as Evidence of Death and Absentees' Property Act.
Contribution among Tort-feasors Act.
Secured Creditors' Dividend in Liquidation Proceedings Act.
Insurers' Liquidation Act.
Statute of Limitations Act.
The Conference elected these officers
:
William A. Schnader of Pennsylvania, President
Dix H. Rowland of Washington, Vice-President
Murray M. Shoemaker of Ohio, Treasurer
Barton H. Kuhns of Nebraska, Secretary
Assignments of Commissioners
The 1940 assignments are as follows:
Commissioner O'Connell
:
Committee on Compacts and Agreements between States.
Uniform Public Law Acts Section.
Commissioner Luther:
Committee on Scope and Program.
Committee on Public Information.
Chairman of Special Committee on Uniform Act on Execution of
Wills.
Property Acts Section.
Commissioner Parkman
:
Legislative Committee.
Committee on Legislative Drafting.
3Recommendations of Commissioners
The Commissioners make no present recommendations because the
General Court will not be sitting in 1940.
Appropriation
The Commissioners serve without compensation, but have an annual
appropriation for traveling and other disbursements, including a con-
tribution set by Statute of not over $200 for the maintenance of the
Conference. For 1938 the appropriation was $750. For 1939 the Com-
missioners recommended $1200, in view of the holding of the Annual
Conference in San Francisco. Only $200 was appropriated and, as previ-
ously stated, none of the Commissioners were able to attend the Con-
ference. As the next Conference will be held in Philadelphia, the Com-
missioners recommend the standard appropriation of $750.
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph F. O'Connell, Chairman
Willard B. Luther
Henry Parkman, Jr.
